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Wednesday, August 10, 2005
Air quality agency spends bulk of funds on
personnel

By LEROY STANDISH/Staff
Writer

VICTORVILLE — The
employees of Mojave
Desert Air Quality
Management District earn
an average of $91,000 a
year in salaries and
benefits.
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The second largest air

guality district in the state = )
spends 68 percent of its
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$5.5 million budget on -

salaries and benefits for its 41 employees to monitor air quality that for the
most part is a reflection of the air quality in the Los Angeles basin.

The agency serves over half a million people within the boundaries of the
MDAQMD.

"It is typical," said Steven Frates, senior fellow of state and local government
at the Rose Institute at Claremont McKenna College. "Most government
entities are primarily service entities."

Most of the employees divide time between inspecting businesses to make
sure they are in compliance with clean air guidelines, responding to
complaints and constantly monitoring the district's air quality.

The district, which stretches from the
Cajon Pass to the Nevada stateline,
spent $3.7 million on salaries and
benefits and the remaining $1.7 million
of its 2002-03 budget on services and
supplies, operating transfers out, capital
assets and contributions to other
agencies, according to the recently
released MDAQMD report "A Decade of
Progress." The report documents the
agency's accomplishments from 1993 to
2003.
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LeRoy Standish may be reached at 951-6277 or
leroy_standish@link.freedom.com.
Foreclc
Listing
Free se
5 bdrm
£ |
; v starting
. e www.fore
From Here:
e Back to today's news
e News Archive
e Join the discussion at the community forum
A Freedom Communications Newspaper
5 Copyright © 1996-2005 Daily Press
Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Advertising Info
http://www.vvdailypress.com/2005/112368183520975.html 9/15/2005



