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It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the Marian Miner Cook 
Athenaeum (the “Ath”), a signature program at Claremont McKenna 
College (CMC).

The Ath is CMC’s central social space for intellectual exploration and 
growth.

The Ath brings today’s leading thinkers and activists, innovators and 
entrepreneurs, politicians and poets, scientists and musicians, scholars 
and opinion leaders to teach and engage our community.

Remarkably, Ath programs are free of charge for our college community 
and are generally held Monday through Thursday during the academic 
year. 

The Ath is uniquely student-centric. 

Only student fellows introduce the speaker and manage the question-
and-answer period. Only students sit with speakers at the head table, 
and student questions always have priority during the speaker Q & A. 

The Ath is a culinary experience.

In a beautiful setting, each evening opens with a reception followed by 
a gourmet sit-down dinner prepared by the Ath’s in-house chef.

The high-caliber speakers, social and intellectual energy, delicious food, 
and captivating setting together create a transformative experience.

I look forward to seeing you at the Ath! 

Very best,

Hiram E. Chodosh 
President, Claremont McKenna College

WELCOME



“The CMC students I met were deeply impressive: super-smart, 
serious of purpose, and intellectually sophisticated, but still fun-
loving and great conversationalists. The quality of their comments 
and questions met or exceeded anything I would expect at my home 
institution. All this in a stunningly beautiful campus led by dynamic, 
creative scholars and teachers!”

Noah Feldman, 2015 speaker
Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law 

Harvard Law School

“The Athenaeum is a definitive characteristic of intellectual life at 
CMC. It is a place to dive deeper into an idea from a class, enrich 
yourself with a completely new topic, and connect in a different way 
with peers, professors, and speakers. No other school has anything  
like it!”

 David Leathers, CMC ’15
Athenaeum Fellow 2012–2013

“This unique and intimate setting offers a powerful format for 
dialogue and engagement with inquisitive college students who are 
dedicated to intellectual growth and civic discourse.”

Margaret Stock, 2015 speaker 
MacArthur foundation fellow 2013 

Attorney, Cascadia-Cross Border Law

TESTIMONIALS



Founded in 1946 and located 35 miles from downtown Los Angeles, 
Claremont McKenna College is a leading liberal arts college 
dedicated to educating students for thoughtful and productive lives 
and responsible leadership.

In support of this mission, the Marian Miner Cook Athenaeum 
serves as a center for intellectual and cultural life on campus. Derived 
from Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom, the Athenaeum is a vital 
and vibrant meeting place dedicated to the free inquiry and exchange 
of ideas across the intellectual, political, and cultural spectrum.

Unique in U.S. higher education, the Athenaeum provides an 
intimate and relaxed venue where intellectual discourse, civic 
engagement, and social exchange flourish over a shared gourmet 
meal with students, faculty, and other members of the community. 
Founding college trustee Donald McKenna, whose vision inspired 
the creation of the Athenaeum, believed that dynamic social 
and intellectual interactions underscore the essence of a college 
education. 

Since its inception in 1970, the Athenaeum has welcomed hundreds 
of speakers including leading academics and intellectuals, prominent 
politicians and public figures, inspirational thinkers and doers, and 
celebrated authors and performing artists to enrich, expand, and 
inspire the College community.

For more information, a list of upcoming speakers or to make a 
suggestion, please visit www.cmc.edu/athenaeum.

HISTORY



athenaeum speaker highlights ■ Arianna Huffington  
■ Desmond Tutu ■ Cornel West ■ Kenneth Starr ■ Temple 
Grandin ■ Antonin Scalia ■ Jared Diamond ■ Dan Savage 
■ Bono ■ Philip Glass ■ Anita Hill ■ Fareed Zakaria ■ Fran 
Lebowitz ■ Jeane Kirkpatrick ■ Eric Schmidt ■ Anderson 
Cooper ■ Art Speigelman ■ Sergi Khruschev ■ Noah Feldman 
■ Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. ■ Joyce Carol Oates ■ Jackie Joyner-
Kersee ■ Charles Murray ■ William F. Buckley, Jr. ■ Ehud 
Barak ■ Roxana Saberi ■ Jeffrey Sachs ■ Doris Lessing ■ 
Dianne Feinstein ■ Tony Kushner ■ Vaclav Klaus ■ Jhumpa 
Lahiri ■ Helen Thomas ■ Ralph Reed ■ Daniel Schorr ■ 
Oliver Sacks ■ Jon Huntsman, Jr. ■ Thomas Friedman ■ James 
A. Baker, III ■ Eve Ensler ■ Jonathan Franzen ■ Robert Ford 
■ Karl Rove ■ George Will ■ Shelby Steele ■ Geronimo Ji 
Jaga Pratt ■ Francis Fukuyama ■ Czeslaw Milosz  ■ Rebecca 
Skloot ■ Janet Mock ■ Jonathan Kozol ■ Michael Ondaatje 
■ Harold Koh ■ Orhan Pamuk ■ Henry Louis Gates, Jr. ■ 
Milton Friedman ■ Robert Gates ■ Capitol Steps ■ Maureen 
Dowd ■ Simon Wiesenthal ■ William Deresiewicz ■ Reza 
Aslan ■ Julian Bond ■ Gore Vidal ■ Jesse Jackson ■ Mary 
Robinson ■ Kurt Vonnegut ■ Bill Clinton ■ John Irving ■ 
William Kristol ■ David McCullough ■ Amos Oz ■ John K. 
Galbraith ■ Condoleezza Rice ■ Billie Jean King ■ Robert 
Reich ■ Carol Moseley Braun ■ Sapphire ■ Reggie Jackson 
■ Seamus Heaney ■ Wangari Maathai ■ Henry Kravis ’67 ■ 
Danny Glover ■ Paul Volcker ■ Peggy Noonan ■ Ken Kesey 
■ Ray Bradbury ■ Michael Cunningham ■ Anna Quindlen ■ 
Azar Nafisi ■ Anne Rice ■ Mitt Romney ■ Gwendolyn Brooks 
■ Nate Silver ■ David Sedaris ■ Zadie Smith ■ Dith Pran ■ 
Spike Lee ■ Al Sharpton, Jr. ■ Shirin Ebadi ■ T. Boone Pickens ■ 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault ■ Maxine Hong Kingston ■ Gloria 
Allred ■ James Earl Jones ■ Elie Wiesel ■ Helen Prejean ■ Steve 
Forbes ■ David Brooks ■ Michael Eisner ■ Paul Krugman ■ 
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